LAURA BATES (1986 -)

LIFE

WORKS

KEY POINTS

Excellent education
A pivotal year

Activism

vs everyday sexism
vs bullying

Vs mysogyny

A passionate speaker

A shrewd observer

A bold activist

Born in Oxford (father: a physician; mother: a French teacher — two siblings) — grew up in
London - graduated at Cambridge (English Literature): remained as a researcher for 2 years.
2012: three close episodes of sexism in London — decision to create the Everyday Sexism

Project: viral sensation — marriage — publication of a book to share the astounding response.

Started working full time as a freelance journalist, writer & activist — published articles, essays,

bestsellers on sexism & misogyny — received a number of awards, as well as threats.

2012: Everyday Sexism Project, a website to record stories of sexism so as to show that it exists
2014: Everyday Sexism, based on stories from people across a wide spectrum of experiences.
2016: Girl Up, a hilarious, bold, unapologetic “survival guide” to empower young women of today.
2019: The Burning, a novel which becomes a haunting rallying cry against sexism and bullying.
2018: Mysogynation, essays which reveal the true scale of discrimination faced by women.

2020: Men Who Hate Women, an eye-opening, scary, shocking journey through the “manosphere”

She has become a spokeswoman for an increasingly hot phenomenon, the fourth wave of

feminism, giving TEDx talks & speeches, working with governments, schools, universities.
Fix the System, Not the Women (2022) states that the real problem is a systemic prejudice at
the heart of 5 key institutions: education, politics, media, policing,and criminal justice.

Her witty & incisive analysis of current events has made her the target of frequent rape & death

threats but her work is about creating change for the collective good so she’s NOT stopping!



THE BURNING (2019)

THE NOVEL

REVENGE
PORN

WHO NEEDS
TOACT

Genre & setting
The story

Themes

A crime

Its impact

Hidden guilty parties

Victims & families

Friends & acquaintances

School & society

A YA (Young Adult) fiction novel in which past (Scotland centuries ago: Maggie & witchburning)
and present (Scotland today: Anna & slut-shaming) are interwoven
Anna has moved to Scotland to leave her old life behind: a fresh start, without prejudice. But the

rumours soon start up again: an old photograph is brought back to light & with it the shaming...

Slut shaming and revenge porn — female sexuality & reproductive rights — sexting & deepfakes -

LGBTQ representation — gender inequality & widespread acceptance of it.

’ o

It's “the sharing of private, sexual materials, either photos or videos, of another person, without

their consent & with the purpose of causing embarrassment or distress.” — illegal & punishable.

On the victim: causes pain, embarrassment, distrust, self-doubt, loss of identity, vulnerability.

On the parents: sense of guilt, inadequacy, impotence, rage and fear.

Judgemental acquaintances — cowardly joiners-in — vanishing friends — ineffectual authorities.

The victims need to start speaking & understand that what has happened is NOT their fault.
The families need to keep supporting: criticizing or, worse, running away is NOT right.
Friends & acquaintances need to stop judging: joining in the shaming is a cowardly action
while vanishing from the victims' lives is a betrayal!

Schools need to keep educating in order to guarantee the respect of students’ human rights.

Society needs to change outlook so as to stop blaming & shaming victims for their own abuse.



