
Pioneering feminist, activist 
and bestselling author, she  
has given voice to hundreds 
of thousands of women 
through her international 
Everyday Sexism Project. 
In her novel The Burning 
(2019) she deals with the 
ravaging effects of cyber-
bullying and revenge porn. 



SECTION SUMMARY
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LAURA BATES
• 1986: she was born in Oxford, the second of three siblings.

She grew up in the London borough of Hackney and in the 
town of Taunton (in Somerset) with her mother, who taught 
French, her father, a physician, her older sister and younger 
brother. Her parents divorced when she was in her twenties.

 2007: she graduated from 
the University of Cambridge 
where she had studied English 
Literature. She remained 
in Cambridge as a researcher 
for  two and a half years. 
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LAURA BATES
 2012: this was a pivotal year in her life. As she explained:

“I’d had a really bad week where in the space of just a few 
days I was sexually assaulted by a man on the bus, I 
was followed home by another 
man refusing to leave me or take 
no for an answer, and I had a bad 
experience of catcalling and street 
harassment. By the end of the week,
I was thinking about these three incidents that had 
happened so close together, and it struck me that if 
they hadn’t happened in such a short period of time,
I never would’ve thought twice about any one of 
them individually because they were so normal.” 

That was when she decided to found the Everyday Sexism Project. 
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LAURA BATES

As we read in the homepage of this online platform: 

The Everyday Sexism Project exists to catalogue instances 
of sexism experienced on a day to day basis. They might be 
serious or minor, outrageously offensive or so niggling 
and normalised that you don’t even feel able to protest. 
Say as much or as little as you like, use your real name or a 
pseudonym – it’s up to you. By sharing your story you’re 
showing the world that sexism does exist, it is faced by 
women everyday and it is a valid problem to discuss.

With branches in 25 countries worldwide it has become “one 
of the biggest social media success stories on the internet”.  

6



LAURA BATES
 2014:  she married and in the same year she 

published her first book, Everyday Sexism, 
based on the stories from people across a 
surprisingly wide spectrum of experiences.

 2016: her hilarious, bold, and unapologetic
Girl Up was released. 

It is an empowering survival guide which 
provides no-nonsense advice on sex, social 
media, mental health, and sexism that 
young women face in their everyday life. 

It soon became an international bestseller.
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LAURA BATES

 2018: through her collection of essays, 
Mysogynation, she reveals the true scale of
discrimination and prejudice women face.

 2019: her novel, The Burning, was published – a haunting 
rallying cry against sexism and bullying.

 2020: with her brilliantly fierce and eye-
opening book Men Who Hate Women Bates 
takes us on a scary and shocking  journey 
through the ‘manosphere’ exploring the 
radicalisation of misogynist men, from 
pick-up artists to incels and MGTOWs …
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WHO ARE THESE MEN?
 Pickup artists (PUA) are men whose goal is seduction and sexual 

success with women. 
They exist as a community through Internet newsletters, blogs and 
marketing (e.g. banner ads, seminars, one-on-one coaching), forums 
and groups, as well as local clubs, known as lairs. Commentators in the 
media have described their game as sexist or misogynistic. 

 Incels (portmanteau of “involuntary celibate”) are members of an 
online subculture of people who define themselves as unable to find 
a romantic or sexual partner despite desiring one.

Their forum discussions are often characterized by resentment, misogyny, 
misanthropy, self-pity, self-loathing and racism. Beginning in 2018, the 
incel ideology has increasingly been described as a terrorism threat.

 Men Going Their Own Way (MGTOW) is an anti-feminist, 
misogynistic, mostly online community. 

They advocate for men to separate themselves from women and from a 
society which they believe has been corrupted by feminism. Categorised
as part of the male supremacy ideology, they have been implicated in 
online harassment of women. 9



LAURA BATES

 2022: her latest work, Fix the System, Not the 
Women, was published on 12th May. In it Bates 
pulls apart the myth that women are complicit
in their own oppression. 

She argues that too often women are blamed for what happens
to them while the real problem is a systemic prejudice at the 
heart of five of our key institutions, i.e. education, politics, 
media, policing and criminal justice.

Her book contains plenty of suggestions for reform but she states
that it’s not her job to find solutions. Hundreds already exist, 
in reports and campaign materials of feminist and civil rights
organisations, but sadly remain “ignored and unused”… 
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LAURA BATES
 2023 (25th May – 4th June): Bates 

will be discussing important issues
for young people today including
consent, women online and toxic
masculinity at Hay Festival 2023.

Hay Festival is an independent, mission-led charity founded 
in 1987, based in the booktown of Hay-on-Wye, Wales. It seeks 
to inspire, examine and entertain with sustainable events 
and projects around the world, offering innovative platforms to 
discover new ideas. 

Thinkers in Residence are  a group of writers and readers hosting 
events throughout the week questioning norms, finding new 
perspectives and challenging us to action.
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THE BURNING
A rumour is like a fire. You might think you’ve 
extinguished it but one creeping, red tendril, 
one single wisp of smoke is enough to let it leap 
back into life again. Especially if someone is 
watching, waiting to fan the flames… 

New school. Tick.

New town. Tick.

New surname. Tick.

Social media profiles? Erased.

There’s nothing to trace Anna back to her old life. Nothing to link 
her to the ‘incident’. At least that’s what she thinks … until the 
whispers start up again.

As time begins to run out on her secrets, Anna finds herself 
irresistibly drawn to the tale of Maggie, a local girl accused of 
witchcraft centuries earlier. A girl whose story has terrifying 
parallels to her own… 13



At the heart of the novel.
 The Burning is set in Scotland where Anna and her mom 

have just moved to escape the intense slut shaming and 
bullying that Anna was receiving online and in real life.

 Soon after her father passed away Anna found herself in 
love… at least it felt like love… and over time with some 
grooming and intense pressure and emotional coercion, 
Anna shares some nudes with her boyfriend. 

 When he asks for more she refuses and he retaliates by 
leaking what she has already shared in an 
act of revenge porn.

 Because the Internet is forever, Anna soon 
finds herself once again tormented by her past... 14



Several issues at stake…
In The Burning Bates ties in several issues of today like

 slut shaming and revenge porn, 

 female sexuality and reproductive rights, 

 sexting and deepfakes,

 LGBTQ representation,

and links them to historical issues 
of the past, including witch burning, 
deftly drawing a distinct line between 
the fervency of the witch trials to the 
patriarchy and the ways in which 
modern society tries to repress, 
control and then shame female 
sexuality still today. 15



… but the KEY ONE is
«revenge porn».

 The key issue, around which the whole novel revolves, 
though, is “revenge porn” which is defined as

“the sharing of private, sexual materials, 
either photos or videos, of another person 
without their consent and with the purpose 
of causing embarrassment or distress.” 

 Revenge porn is considered illegal and is 
punishable by law but it is so common… 
and its impact is totally devastating.
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Its impact on the victim…
 Revenge porn can leave you feeling vulnerable

and could possibly put you in danger. It is both
psychologically and emotionally damaging:

“If I manage to blend in well enough, maybe I’ll 
just disappear. After the past couple of months, 
being invisible sounds very appealing indeed.”

 Not only is there pain and embarrassment, but also 
distrust and self-doubt, a loss of identity:

“Now here I am. Ready to start afresh. As if you can just 
leave yourself behind and pretend to be a completely
new person. Step out of your skin and shrug it off 
like a snake. Anna Clark: ordinary teenager. Totally 
normal. Nothing to see here.” 18



… on her parents … on her outlook…
 It causes parents to feel guilty: 

“(Mum) was devastated. She seemed to think it
was her fault, like she’d done something wrong –
like she’d made some huge wrong turn somewhere 
that had made me so f***ed up.”

 The impact of being betrayed this way by someone 
you once loved and trusted can cause issues in your 
outlook on the possibility of future friendships:

“There’s a tiny, warm … voice inside me saying that this is real. 
This is friendship. […] But somewhere underneath a nastier 
voice that I pretend not to be able to hear. A voice that hisses: 
“Friends? They don’t even know your real name.”
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The hidden guilty parties: 
the «judgemental» acquaintances…

“The words aren’t the worst part. It’s the names. Each 
comment next to a little thumbnail picture of somebody 
I know. 

Somebody I went to school with for years. 

Somebody I would have called a friend. 

Somebody who stood next to me with a tea towel on their 
head in the primary school nativity or exchanged panicked 
looks as we sweated over the papers in our mock GCSEs. […]

Somebody who knows all 
those things about me 
and still thinks I deserve 
those words…”
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… the cowardly «joiners-in»…

‘I am a girl. But those other things are yours. They’re in your 
minds, not mine…. 

Is it a body that makes a slag? A body that’s seen? Then I’m 
guilty. But it’s just a piece of flesh, like yours and everybody 
else’s. It doesn’t make me good, or bad, or loose, or tight, 
or valueless. It’s just a stomach. Just a breast. Just a calf.’ 

Silence. 

‘It’s you who’ve made me a slag. All of 
you. I didn’t have to do anything at all.’
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… the «vanishing» friends…

‘What about your friends?’ She says it gently…[…] not 
wanting to cause me even more pain. 

‘They didn’t stand up for you?’ 

‘They tried to . . . sort of . . . at first […] When it was just 
starting, they stuck up for me […] but it just – it snowballed. 
It became so big’ […] ‘It was like they couldn’t stop it, in the 
end, so they chose to save themselves because I was toast 
anyway.’

‘Save themselves how?’

‘They just sort of faded away…’
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… & the «ineffectual» authorities.

‘The worst part was that one of the teachers found out somehow –

someone must have told. I got a massive bollocking about 

degrading myself and taking inappropriate pictures and 

we both got suspended for a week.’ 

‘WHAT?’ Lish sounds outraged. ‘They punished 

YOU? With everything you were going through?’

‘The school said they would tackle the bullying, 

but so much of it was online… they didn’t even know what was 

happening, let alone have the power to stop it.’

So… what needs to be done?
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GIRLS, 
START SPEAKING!

 When Anna finds the courage to speak up, she says:

‘It’s not an apology because I’m not sorry. I’m not sorry 
I took the photo. I’m sorry it was taken from me.’

‘I’m not ashamed of my body. I’m ashamed of the way 
my body was treated by everybody else.’

I’m not embarrassed because it’s sexual. I’m embarrassed 
because it’s being used in a way I didn’t agree to.’

 What is important for the victims to understand is that if 
they have suffered this kind of betrayal it is not their fault. 
And that they have options.
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PARENTS, 
KEEP SUPPORTING!

 When Anna’s mother realizes that it
has started all over again she says:

‘‘I should have done it sooner. 

I should have done it last time. But I just wasn’t prepared.

I never thought something like this would happen and 
I was in such a state, it all just felt so overwhelming and 
I couldn’t see through the fog. […] 

Running just seemed like the only real option.

But it wasn’t. It wasn’t right.’
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PEOPLE, 
STOP JUDGING!

 When Robin speaks to Anna he tells her

‘I never looked at the photos […] When I look at you, 
I’m not seeing everything that’s ever happened to you. 
I’m just looking at you. Now.’ 

‘Not looking at old pictures?’ He’s so close I could count his 
eyelashes. 

‘Nope.’ 

‘What about seeing the future?’ 

He smiles and leans forward so that his lips 
brush my ear. ‘Just this moment. Right now.’  
And, right now, that’s all I need to hear. 27



SCHOOLS, 
KEEP EDUCATING!

 When Anna’s mum faces the headmaster she tells him:

‘You are going to investigate the bullying that has been 
going on, fully punish those responsible and take action 
to ensure these social-media pages and obscene materials 
are removed from the internet immediately.’

‘You will train your staff in dealing with these cases so that 
future victims are not blamed and shamed for their own abuse…’

 Schools CAN bring about change: they have to guarantee 
the respect of students’ human rights under the Equality 
Act and an education free from both harassment and 
discrimination on the grounds of sex.
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BATES’S DESIRE…
 Bates has become something of a spokeswoman 

for an increasingly hot phenomenon, the fourth wave of feminism:

 she writes regularly for many leading periodicals; 

 she has given TEDx talks 
(see https://www.ted.com/talks/laura_bates_everyday_sexism?language=it)

 she works closely with governments, police forces and schools;

 she has spoken to universities (including Harvard) as well as to the 
House of Lords and has recently been invited to Sky News
(see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RO7waNmYc9c)

 She has received a number of awards such as the British Empire 
Medal (2015) and was elected Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature (FRSL) in its “40 Under 40” initiative in 2018.

 However, her bold, witty and incisive analysis of current events has 
made her the target of frequent threats… 30
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… TO CREATE CHANGE…
 After the publication of her latest books…

“There’s been a spike in rape threats, death threats, 
attempts to hack into my email and my computer, 
people trying to track me down. I was very well prepared 
for it and I have spent the last 10 years very clearly 
protecting myself and my personal information, so I was
at least braced, but it’s been pretty horrific nonetheless.”

 Her work is about creating change for the collective good, and 
it’s happening. In September 2020, after taking young people’s 
stories about sexual harassment and sexual assault to cabinet 
ministers who were deliberating over whether aspects of sex and 
relationship education should be compulsory in schools, issues 
like consent are now part of the curriculum in the UK.
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… & SPREAD HOPE.
 Her work is also about spreading hope: during the 2022 Hay

Festival in Wales she said…

“My job [to collect stories about abuse and harassment] has taught 
me a lot about hope… in the power that stories have really to 
change lives… not necessarily in the places where we are taught to 
find it, the big waving of banners or going on marches but in very 
small, mundane things… where people have found their own
ordinary ways of changing things and standing up…”

 She concluded saying that:

“…hope is contagious. It’s when one person 
dares to hope and even perhaps to take action 
to make that hope come real that the rest of us 
allow ourselves permission.”

The examples she gave are worth hearing from her own 
lips here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzSdMe8mb0 32
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